
JANUARY 4, 2009 

 

  

 The South Harrison Township Committee held a special meeting on Sunday 

January 4, 2009 at 6:30 p.m. in the South Harrison Township Municipal Building. 

 

 Municipal Clerk Nancy Kearns called the meeting to order and was followed by 

the flag salute. 

 

 Requirements of the “Open Public Meetings Act” were met.  Notice of this 

meeting was given by: (1) sending sufficient notice herewith to the Today’s Sunbeam of 

Salem and the Gloucester County Times of Woodbury; and (2) posting notice on the 

public bulletin board at the South Harrison Township Municipal Building. 

 

Roll Call Vote:  Charles Tyson – present, Robert Campbell – present, Gary Spinner – 

present, Nancy Kearns, Municipal Clerk – present.  

 

By consensus of the body Charles Tyson was made Acting Mayor for this meeting 

only. 

 

         Resolution R-09-01 

Resolution for Excluding the Public (Personnel Matters) 

 

 Motion to adopt Resolution R-09-01 was made by Robert Campbell, second by 

Gary Spinner.   

     

Roll Call Vote:  Charles Tyson - yes, Robert Campbell – yes, Gary Spinner – yes. 

R.C.V.: 3 – yes’, 0 – no’s.  Motion carried.  

 

Return to Open Session: 

 

 Motion to return to open session was made by Gary Spinner, second by Robert 

Campbell.  Motion carried. 

 

Open Meeting to the Public: 

 

 Motion to open the meeting to the public was made by Gary Spinner second by 

Robert Campbell.   Motion carried. 

 

 Mary Howard asked the Committee who was selected to fill the appointments for 

2009 and how the individuals were selected. Ms. Howard was advised that the 

information will be disclosed at the re-organization meeting. 

 

 Jeanine Campbell addressed the Committee and once again presented the petition 

recommending that Robert Gaines resign and not take a seat on the Committee based on 
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what will best serve the residents of the Township.  Committeeman Campbell asked why 

she is still pushing the petition if Mr. Gaines was found innocent of any charges.  Ms. 

Campbell referenced the County Prosecutor’s statement dated November 4
th

, which read 

that there may have been grounds to believe harassment and/or disorderly conduct were 

committed against Officer Nicholas Barbetta.  The finding concluded that the offenses 

were not indictable and it was mandated to the municipal level. The Officer or Officers 

have taken the recommended actions and Mr. Gaines is charged with harassment and 

disorderly conduct in the matter.  If this had happened in the school the person/persons 

would have been removed. Why is the standard different here? Mr. Gaines can not serve 

the best interests of the community.          

 

 Dan Webster addressed the Committee stating that Mr. Gaines should not accept 

the seat; how can he serve the Township residents when I just heard him call a resident a 

nobody? Mr. Webster is not comfortable with Mr. Gaines taking a seat on the Committee.   

 

 Eileen Sharp stated that she would like the microphones fixed so she can hear 

what is being said by both the Committee and the residents.  Ms. Sharp asked 

Committeeman Campbell if he believes that South Harrison is a racist community and 

why can’t she have a copy of his statement.   If it was read in public what then makes it 

deliberative privilege?  Committeeman Campbell responded that what he stated is that in 

this Community there were a couple of incidents that were racist and she can OPRA the 

tape.      

 

 Colleen Campbell spoke about the responsibility of Government ethics. She 

further stated that if the governing body’s ethics are in question than you lose the 

confidence of the community and you can’t govern.  Leaders should not be combative and 

the perception is that you, Mr. Tyson, are.     

 

 Melanie Shoemaker asked if vigilantes is what you want in this Township, 

because that is what came across in the article in the paper and you have the ability to call 

the reporter and asked to have it retracted.  I was called in by a school advisor for 

counseling about this Township being racist.  Committeeman Campbell stated that he 

pointed fingers at incidents and did not use any names.  Ms. Shoemaker said you did.  

Ms. Jeanine Campbell stated that Committeeman Campbell used her name in the speech 

on December 10, 2008.  The tape will be brought in.            

 

Janice Huggins asked Committeemen Tyson and Campbell if they did not agree 

with the article in the paper, then why did they pose for the picture?  Committeeman 

Campbell stated they did not see the article when the picture was taken.      

 

Acting Mayor Tyson asked Ms. Jeanine Campbell about the petition and if she 

knew that Bob Diaz has a charge against him, and are you asking him to step down? Bob 

Diaz stated that you, Mr. Tyson, have filed a compliant, and that means you said 

something, it doesn’t say I said anything. Acting Mayor Tyson stated that Bob Diaz is out 

of order. Ms. Campbell stated that yes she aware of a complaint against Mr. Diaz. Acting 
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Mayor Tyson filed the complaint for harassment. Ms. Campbell replied that she has a 

family and job and is still continuing with her petition and has not been given an answer.  

Acting Mayor Tyson said he could go out and ask people. Ms. Campbell offered that Mr. 

Tyson could start another petition about Mr. Diaz if he so chooses.  Ms. Campbell took it 

upon herself to start a petition and other people signed it, it is not a legal document.  It 

should mean something to you as a leader of the community.  Committeeman-elect Diaz 

asked Acting Mayor Tyson to please stop harassing him, stating you told me I couldn’t 

even vote in the Township.  

 

Colleen Campbell states that this is the conduct to which she was referring. Ms. 

Campbell then asked if any of the other Committee members have suits against anyone in 

the Township.  All responded no.  Ms. Campbell then asked Mr. Tyson how many suits 

he has against people in the Township.  Acting Mayor Tyson responded that there are two 

complaints.  Ms. Campbell stated that leaders should not be combative; the public and 

residents of South Harrison are tired of it.          

 

Janice Huggins stated that it was a pleasure when Bob Campbell ran the meetings 

because he did not use the gavel.  

 

Close Meeting to the Public: 

 

 Motion to close the meeting to the public was made by Robert Campbell, second 

by Charles Tyson.  Motion carried.   

 

Adjournment: 

 

 Motion to adjourn was made by Robert Campbell, second by Gary Spinner.  

Motion carried.  

 

        Respectfully submitted, 

 

        Nancy E. Kearns, RMC 

        Municipal Clerk 
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