RESOLUTION R-13-49

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING S-1896/A-1503 SHARING THE BURDEN OF
PROPERTY ASSESSMENT APPEAL REFUNDS

WHEREAS, when County Tax Board appeals are successful, the municipality must
reimburse the property taxpayer 100% of the appealed tax levy, which includes the
municipal, school, county and any special districts tax; and

WHEREAS, the municipal tax collector must then adjust the taxpayer’s fo quarter
tax bill, resulting in the municipality’s fund balance for the preceding yeaNbeing

diminished, if not completely depleted; and
@ appeals
ylac¥d increased

WHEREAS, successful tax appeals have a four-fold negative impact on municipal
budgets; first by requiring the municipality, as the cgliegctor of taxes for the School
district, county and special districts, to fund the fulpJcos the legal defense of the
assessment; and

WHEREAS, in recent years, municipalities have experienced a largg
caused by the economic down-turn, which lowered property valug
stress on the income of homeowners all around our Garden State; d§

WHEREAS, the second negative impacg on s@e budgets results from State law,
which guarantees to the county and the schagl district 100% of their levies, hence forcing
the municipality to bear the full cost of any rézg#ursements resulting from the appeal, as

well as the full burden for any unc%tf;tax S; and

WHEREAS, the third negativgshupact™®n municipal budgets ensues because the refunds
and credits negatively impac?'t nicipality’s tax collection rate, resulting in a State
required increase in the r ion for the Reserve for Uncollected Taxes (a non-

exempt from cap bud engiture); and

WHEREAS, foyggh, the €nd result is a further decline in the property tax base used to
support municipaliNggcounty governments, school systems and any fire or other special
purpose d@ ich will necessitate tax rate increases to raise the same amount of
revepee; a

W EAS, in light of the revenue limitations that have been placed on all levels of
al ggernment by the Legislature (2% cap), such declining values will compound and

addNgalditional stress to local public officials, as they grapple with the issues confronting
tax paying public.

WHEREAS, Senator Anthony R. Bucco, Assemblyman Michael Patrick Carroll and
Assemblyman Anthony M. Bucco have recently introduced Senate Bill S-1896/Assembly
Bill A-1503, which requires fire districts, school districts, and county governments to
share in burden of property assessment appeal refunds;



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the
Township of South Harrison that the Township Committee does hereby urge the swift
passage and signing of S-1896/A-1503; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this Resolution be forwarded to New
Jersey Governor Christopher Christie, to Senate President Stephen Sweeney, to Assembly

Speaker Sheila Oliver, to our State Senator, to our two Representatives in the Genera
Assembly, and to the New Jersey League of Municipalities.

TOWNSHIP OF SOUTH HARRISON

i

Dated: April 24, 2013 JAMES MCCAL MAY’R
ATTEST:

NANCY E. KEARNS, RMC, Q

TOWNSHIP CLERK N

@FI A TION

I hereby certify that the Jréping is a true and complete copy of a Resolution that was
adopted by the Township Commit @ e Township of South Harrison at the Special Meeting
held on the 24™ day of Apriff ™2 3

NANCY E. KEARNS, RMC,

O TOWNSHIP CLERK



DISTRIBUTION LIST

1. The Hon. Chris Christie,
Governor, State of New Jersey
PO Box 001
Trenton, NJ 08625
Phone (609) 292-6000
Fax (609) 292-3454

2. The Hon. Stephen Sweeney,
Senate President,
Senator, District 3
NJ Senate Democratic Office
State House PO Box 099
Trenton, NJ 08625
Phone (609) 292-5215
SenSweeney@njleg.org

3. The Hon. Sheila Oliver,
Speaker, NJ General Assembly
Assemblywoman, District 34
NJ General Assembly Democratic Office
PO Box 098
Trenton, NJ 08625
Phone (609) 292-7065
Fax (609) 292-2386
AswOliver@njleg.org

4. NJ League of Municipalities
222 West State Street
Trenton, NJ 08608
Phone (609) 695-3481
Fax (609) 695-0151
NJLeague @njslom.com

5. Assemblyman John J. Burzichelli
Assemblywoman Celeste M. Riley
935 Kings Highway
Suite 400
West Deptford, NJ 08086
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